The works of American obstetricians have perhaps, as a general rule, attracted more attention on this side of the Atlantic than anyclass of professional literature emanating from the New World, and it was, therefore, with considerable interest that we opened the imposing volume which Dr. Bedford has given to the world. We must confess that our first impression was one of unmitigated disappointment, inasmuch as we somewhat hastily concluded that a book could not in any respect be a good one which was disfigured with such execrable wood-cuts. The illustration upon which our eye first fell is that at page 609, which, to say the least of it, is so hopelessly bad that we could only account for it by thinking that Dr. Bedford had secured the services of some extremely incompetent amateur in the art. Certain it is that a deal of good box-wood 
For example, it is not difficult to comprehend why it is that hemorrhoids, a collection of faecal matter in the rectum, irritation of the vagina, &c., will be likely to provoke early action of the uterus. Among the causes of abortion from excito motory influence, may also be mentioned excessive sexual intercourse in the newly married. A calculus in the bladder, or strangury produced by the absorption of camharides from a blister, as also the tenesmus of dysentery, may be enumerated among the causes of abortion ; all these influences act upon the same principle by reflex movement, bringing into play the excito-motory system of nerves. I have known a lady miscarry from bathing in the ocean.
Is it difficult to explain the relation of cause and effect between the cold bath and abortion ? It is but another illustration of reflex influence.
It is well known, as Marshall Hall observes, that cattle made suddenly to ford a creek will, almost as soon as they feel the impression of the chilled water, evacuate both the bladder and rectum.
" These, gentlemen, are important facts; and I might proceed to illustrate this great principle of reflex action as one of the causes more or less constantly at work in the production of abortion. Why is it that a piece of ice put into the vagina will often arrest fearful flooding? Why is it that titillating the mouth of the uterus with the finger will frequently arouse this organ from a state of inertia to one of positive contraction ? In the operation of turning, soon after the hand has passed into the uterus, the accoucheur will experience the most painful sensation, this being the result simply of the firm grasp of the cervix uteri around his wrist.
" You have had cases before you, in the clinic, of women, soon after parturition, experiencing severe pain in the uterus from the application of the infant to the breast. This is nothing more than another example of reflex influence; and so true is this connection between the uterus and mammae that Scanzoni has recommended suction of the breasts for the purpose of bringing on contraction of the uterus in cases in which, from justifiable motives, it becomes desirable to induce premature delivery. " Lactation itself is an active, but I think, not a sufficiently recognized cause of abortion; and it is important, therefore, for this as well as for other reasons, to direct a female engaged in suckling her infant, who may suspect herself to be pregnant, to wean her child. This advice if followed will oftentimes insure her the completion of her gestation. The well-known sympathy existing between the mammae and uterus will, I think, in part explain why a nursing woman is liable to abort; the traction of the child's mouth on the nipple being oftentimes an excitor of uterine action. Dr. Barnes has written an able paper on this subject, and has shown that in a given number of instances, abortion occurred in 17 per cent, of cases in which the female became fecundated during lactation, and in only 10 per cent, when impregnation occurred at other times. Women will occasionally abort from the extraction of a tooth ; in this case, the particular pair of nerves more immediately connected with this result is the fifth, or as it is called, the trifacial. Diseases of the cervix uteri, such as ulceration, hypertrophy, induration, &c., also deserve to be ranked among the influences occasioning premature action of the uterus ; and these, too, produce their effect upon the principle of reflex movement.
" 
